GILA NEWSLETTER

11TH EDI TI ON August 3, 2002

EUCOM CSM Visits KFOR 9E Gathers for Hail and Farewell

Normally battdionhail and farewelIsprovidea
forumfor welcoming in new memberstotheGila
5§ family and saying good-by tothoseleaving. Yet, on
- July 26th, the Gilasweretreated to both apromotion
and achievement award presentation. 1LT Chrislx
. washailed intothebattalion onthesameday he
received promotiontotherank of First Lieutenant.
Likewise, 1LT RaanHill wasformaly recognizedfor
hiseffortswhileassigned to Bravo Company by
recaivingtheArmy Achievement Medd. LT Hill now
servesastheHHC XO. Congratulationsto both
officers

CSM John Mersin

the streets of Gnjilane, Kosovo with 1SG Farrell Wiliams (left) and
SGT Gladston Phinn, squad leader, both from Company B, Sth
Engineersduring arecent tour of Multi-National Brigade (East).

Whilesdlect membersof Bravo Company had
theprivilegetaking CSM John Mersino, EUCOM
CSM, onapatrol in Gnjilane, theremainder of 9E's
NCOsattended aninteractivelecturewiththe CSM at
Camp Bondsted!’ stheater. CSM Mersino’smessage
wasfilled withwordsand encouragement truly appre-
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HHC/9E: Headhunters
|

Thisweek was a dightly less hectic than some
of our previous weeks. Nevertheless, HHC has
continued to provide excellent support to the battalion.
The S-shops work can be complicated and long with all
themissions, briefings, driving commitments, and reports
that go to different commands and different posts. The
S3 shop managed to continue 24 hour operations and
cover down for their peers as 3 soldiers made it to the
R&R programin Bulgaria. No seriousincidents
fortunately while they were gone. However, the
Engineer Recon Team has been very busy conducting
reconnaissance of various routes and bridgesin Multina-
tional Brigade (East). They have been given the task of
doing athorough reconnaissance and al related paper-
work on every bridge in the Brigade's area of operation.
Let's here it for Sergeant Kenneth Beare, Specialist
Stephen Wilson, Specialist JoshuaBenitez, and the
newest member Specialist Joshua Seawright.

KFOR Commndera-:;ch General Valentine speaks freely while
Support Platoon soldiers provide security in the background
The maintenance team has been working

extremely long hours and through difficult timesasthey
split their section into the regul ar battalion maintenance
and Technical Inspection (T1) teamsto prepare vehicles
for turnin. Just another sign that we are slowly shifting
into transition gear and preparing to return home! [t
won't be long now. Sergeant Gregory Burrison and his
soldiers continueto work diligently fixing and improving
the status of the vehicles being turned back in to the
installation. Sergeant Michelle Nabity, who had to give
up soldiersfor the TI team, has been continuing to work
on the rest of the vehicles, aswell as handling services
and other administrative actions.

Specialist OlgaMaldonado workswith theline
companies for force protection but she also has been
going out on missions as an interpreter with our French
counterparts. Specialist Justin Ellison can be found
driving late nights on recovery missionsand conducting
daytime training as one of the battalion’s Russian
speakers. All the members of maintenance do a great
job and we don't envy their long hours of work in rain

and mud.
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Sergeant Burrison
meticulously prepares |
paperwork for over
75 vehiclesthat the
Battalionispreparing
toturnin.

In other news, Support Platoon provided
security during the opening ceremony of the Route Lion
bypass. Specialist Jessica Haffner and Sergeant First
Class Stacey Stanley demonstrated the improved
capacity of the bypasswith an inaugural drive-through
in their 3.4 ton HEMMT Cargo Carrier.

Each section has been utilizing every opportu-
nity to train. The medics conducted more Expert Field
Medical Badge training with help from Sergeant First
Class Smith, Staff Sergeant Orville Wilson, and Staff
Sergeant Erik Carroll. They have been training hard for
weeks and continue driving on. If you look around you
also see soldiersimproving themselves with countless
numbersin college and many doing military correspon-
dence. Asthe Headhunter team provides continuous
support to Task Force 9" Engineers, we all greatly
appreciate your support from home. Have fun and take
care.

Until next week,

HEADHUNTERS!
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A/9E: Breach Hell!

Finishing out amission company cycleand
moving into aforce protection rotation is how Alpha
Company carried on thisweek. For the first four days
of the week, the pace was as quick as it had been
throughout the entire mission company cycle; only
letting up once we moved into period of guard. For the
soldiers, guard provesto be avery stressful time, not
only because they are required to maintain a high state
of discipline, but also because they are required to
undergo many uniform and knowledge inspections.

Early this week, 1% Platoon was called out on a
QRF mission to set up a checkpoint near the Serbian
border to prevent illegal crossing and smuggling. After
establishing the checkpoint, 1% Platoon conducted
searches of vehicles and checked the Ids of the people
attempting to enter Kosovo. Additionally, 2LT Dunker
used some of the knowledge he gained while at school
in England and acted as a search advisor for four “all
arms’ search teams that conducted area and house
searches in sector. The teams conducted professional
searches and found several weapons and ammunition.

The Dirty Deuce said ‘goodbye’ to another
soldier this week with the departure of SPC Andersen.
SPC Andersen worked hard for three years in the Dirty
Deuce and plans on going to college after hisETS from
the army, hopefully returning as an officer. The platoon
was fortunate to have him spend a month down in
Kosovo as he proved to be a very valuable sapper.
Currently, 2" Platoon is hel ping keep Camp Bondsteel
safe by conducting tower and gate guard operations.

LT dI presents SPC Andersen with an AAM, Koso an ATO
campaign ribbons
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3rd Platoon continued with Camp Bondsteel
force protection duties throughout the week. By the
time SSG Brokmeier and SPC Robinson had completed
their SEE mission that took place at the end of last
week, Armor and Marine soldiers had 16 crew served
fighting positions and 85 feet of trench for their respec-
tive base camps. Our sappers received excellent
training and compl eted their work to standard. The
platoon has settled in for an extended period of force
protection to allow C Company to provide additional
engineer support in sector. It'sademanding, tiring job
at times but one that we al know isimportant to the rest
of our team living here.

Headquarters platoon has continued to perform
itsdaily juggling act of personnel versustasks. This
week, however, has proven even more interesting than
most because the Operations NCO, SFC Williams, had
to temporarily return to Germany. “No problem, | have
it covered,” said SPC Letcher, who has been perform-
ing amarvelousjob as Operations NCO in SFC Will-
iams absence.

Aswe chalk up another week finished, we
remember that it means we are another week closer to
successfully compl eting the mission here. We wish our
friends and family in Germany and the States the best,
rest assured that we're all doing beautifully asthe time
continuesto fly by. , .
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B/9E: Outlaws

Dear Outlaw Families,

The pictures this week are dedicated to our
mechanics. They perform quite a bit of the behind the
scenes work, that allows the rest of the company to
function. The head mechanic, SSG Calder, leaves us
today. Hewill be greatly missed by the entire company,
but he will do great thingsfor HHC. In the pictures,
you can see that we are till working on our engineer
equipment. PFC Morales and SGT Evans are assuring
that one of our M9 ACEsis prepared for 3rd Platoon’s
digging exercise. SPC Adler took a quick break from
maintenance to become the newest E-5 in the United
StatesArmy. Chaplain Gregory, from TF 1-77, has
adopted our company and goes on patrol with us every
week. Last week, Chaplain Gregory and | decided to
take astroll with the only piece of equipment that even
our mechanics would have a problem with, the dreaded
Kosovo Harley. Peoplein the city drive these contrap-
tions all over the place. They use them to haul and cut
wood, go to market and to haul hay.

This has been an interesting week. We searched a
house, and luckily did not haveto apprehend anybody.
The best part about the entire mission was the exciting
rehearsals that 1st platoon performed. They had
ladders, tools, trucks, hand cuffs, medics and many
soldiersinasmall area. Thetrainingwashighly redlis-
tic, but from adistance we probably looked likethe
Keystone Cops. The mission was a complete success.
After the mission, we received the word that we would
be soon ableto patrol injust our normal duty uniform
without body armor. This good news only lasted for one
day. The next day there was an explosion afew miles
from hereand 2 U.S. soldiers were injured. None of
the soldiers were from our company, but we have
increased our uniform to include ballistic plates. | do not
feel that any of our soldiers arein danger, but it is better
to be cautious that have someone injured. We will
continue to take every precaution possible to assure that
each Outlaw Soldier returnsto central region safely.

We have al so begun some reintegration training,
so that each soldier understands that time did not stand
still in central region during our deployment. The
classeswill continue until the time that we redeploy. |
highly encourage that you also attend the reintegration
training that will be occurring in Schweinfurt. Just call
the company for details. To make it easy, you will be
ableto attend training provided by TF 1-77, TF 9E, and
I’m sure that TF 1-26 would be more than happy to
accommodate you.

God Bless,

CPT Bill Lash i [ =-_;"“
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| C/9E: Dawgs of War
|

Another great week passes at Camp Bondsted!,
Kosovo. We want to reassure everyone back home that all
our Sappersare aliveand well!!! Wewere not involved in the
recent explosions here in the province of Kosovo. | would
liketo relay that the two sappersfrom B/54 Engineer battalion
who were arein stable condition here at Camp Bondstee!.

Thisweek we switched from Force Protection to our
mission platoon and Quick Reaction Force cycle. The
soldiers enjoy the break from the tedious tower guard duties
and look forward to more challenging training and missions
outside the base.

A& O started the week with a crater mission that
closed off atrail fromthe FY ROM border denying use of it to
smugglers, illegal woodcutters and any potential insurgents,
adding stability to Kosovo and FYROM. The mission wasa
huge success and a crater and complex timber and wire
obstacle now blocks amountain trail thanks to our soldiers
spectacular efforts. To build it they had to chip down
through about three feet of rock in some placesto emplace
the charges! They ended the day with blistered hands,
aching bodies, tired eyes and enormous smiles at amission
accomplished superbly!
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A&O soldiers oseinsietheir hd earned crater

1LT Christopher
conferswiththe
Germans on where to
emplacethe obstacle
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We started the company change of command
inventories with 1% Platoon conducting inventories first.
After theinventories, SFC Cadenadeparted for ANCOC and
SSG Villanuevafilled in as platoon sergeant. In responseto
the explosionsin Klokot, the MNB(E) Headquarters attached
the platoon out in sector to help conduct patrols and traffic
control points in the town in the hope that we will capture the
culprits. The soldiersareextremely alert and motivated to
make a difference out in sector.

Second Platoon used the Small ArmsVisual Trainer
(SAVT), acomputerized firing range with weapons and lasers
that simulate the M 16 to a high degree of accuracy. They
love it asit gives them a chance to sharpen their shooting and
decision-making skillsin the various scenarios. They have
“shoot-no-shoot” and “urban combat” to name just a few
scenarios and this allows the guys to practice at things that
we have ahard time setting up aexercisefor.

Today the Battalion Commander promoted CPL
Tuthill to Sergeant. Sergeant Tuthill islooking forward to
doing great things in 2™ platoon.

The company continues to improve, growing tighter
as the rotation continues. | am deeply touched and never
imagined commanding such a cohesive unit —itissuch a
blessing and a humbling experience to serve with such
committed and great soldiers!!! | hope that you can under-
stand how very proud you should be of your soldiers. They
represent the best in the American people and the families
that support them! God bless them every day and may God
bless you too!
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m%:; AI94E: Warriors

TheAlphaWarriorsaregearingup again! It
has been aquiet week after the Route Lion Bypass
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. We have beenfocusing on
the maintenance of both our equipment and personnel
so that wewill be prepared for thefuture missionsthat
areheaded our way. Currently, wearefocusingand
preparing for four missions: a5kmVCN accessroad
upgradewhich requiresthe placement of 3000 cubic
metersof gravel; training withthe British Roya Engi-
neersintheingtalation of aMabey Johnson Bridge
along Route Hawk; aroofing project for the S-4 yard
whichwill savethousandsof dollarsinlumber; anda
school groundsupgradein CaminaGlavafor children
toplay. Theseprojectswill further test the construc-
tionskillsof theAlphaWarriors, aswell astheir ability
to manageand successfully accomplish multiple
projectsat once. Thiswill also test our maintenance
capability, asthemajority of our equipment will be
utilized over the next few weeks. Alongwiththese
missions, theAlphaWarriorswill aso continueto
jugglethe many tasking headed our way from Battal -
ion. Regardlessof thetask, whether big or small, the
AlphaWarriorswill beready to execute. Alpha
Warriors!
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737th EOD

Aftershock 737 continuesto conduct al missons
assigned, providing excellent support totheentire
MNB-E (Multi-National-Brigade East) sector. 737"
iscontinuing withitspartnershipwith other EOD units
from other countries. Thisweek we had two partner-
shipswith Danish and German EOD units. A grest
deal waslearned from the Danish and German EOD
onthelr techniques, tacticsand procedures. SSG
Hood and SSG Williamswere ableto assist (conduct)
apost-blastinvestigation. Thispost blastinvolvedthe
useof acdl phoneastheinitiator. Thegoal of the
terrorist wasto destroy amonastery at the bottom of a
hill with alargeboulder. Theattempt wasunsuccess-
ful. SSG Hood and SSG Williamswerevery helpful in
determining the devicethat was used to try and move
the boulder down thehill to destroy themonastery.
Aftershock a so participated inagraveexhumationto
recover bodiesthat could have been booby-trapped
duringthewar. Theunit aso conducted the post-blast
investigation for explosionsinKlokot. Aftershock was
ableto check the scenefor secondary devicesand
determinethedeviceusedin oneof theexplosions.
Two USsoldierswereinjured, fortunately not seri-
oudy. Wealsoreceived astreamer for having 180
daysof zero accidents. Aswe approach our 90-day
mark theunit continuesto focusonmissionrequire-
ments. The OPTEM PO remainssteady. Vigilance
and safety continueto betheunit’sunderlying priorities
during all phasesof this peacekeeping operation.

CPT Green

Jinvestigation

CHAPLAIN'S CORNER

“Never believe that afew caring people can’'t change the
world. For, indeed, that’sall who ever have.” (Margaret Mead)
It feel s so good to know that we are making a differencein
Kosovo. Now, for the most part, men, women, and children
can live in peace and security because we are here. We are
encouraging the people of Kosovo to be tolerant and
democratic. We hope and pray that one day they will be much
more than tolerant; We pray that they will actually encourage
each other to be all that they can be no matter what the ethnic
or religious background. It is then and only then that Kosovo
will truly befree! We areinvolved then in theliberation of
Kosovo from prejudice and hatred. We, as always, are
winning!!! First To Cross!!!

JAMESW. BLOUNT
Chaplain (CPT) USA
Battdion Chaplain i,‘lﬂg
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From the Commander

Augustishereandit will bring someinteresting timesfor the GilaTeam. We continueto conduct force
protection on Camp Bondstedl. Our support around the BrigadeArearemainssignificant, asour engineersare
awaysready and ableto meet thecal. We have some great missionsplanned thismonth that requireour
engineer know how. Wewill continueto conduct opportunity training on our fundamental combat engineering
skills, the stuff our soldiersloveto do, but, do not get enoughtimeto do. A soldiers’ talent show isintheworks
and undoubtedly TF9E will headlineinmany areas. Wehave somegreet talents.

Moraleremainsat an acceptablelevel seven. Thanksgoesout tothegreat job our very own Chaplain,
Chaplain Blount isdoing, we can assesswhere our morale standson aweekly bases. At thistimeindicators
suggest weareat aseven out of 10. Seven representsastrong above averagerating. Thisareaisthebiggest
forcemultiplier that | havein determining how wearedoing asaunit. | basetheunit'smoraleleve oninput
fromthe Chaplain, leadersand soldiers. Assessmentsare conducted on many levelsin order to analyzehow
soldiersaredoing, how family membersaredoing, how the Rear Detachment / Family ReadinessGroupis
doing and what steps do we haveto taketo keep moraehigh. A hugefactor inthemoraeof aunitisthe
persona hardshipsendured during thistimeframe. The Gilafamilieshaveregrettably had our share. Weremain
prayerful and asawaysremain ready tolend our support.

Changeisthebiggest themefor thismonth. A very sgnificant changeistheway weexecuteindividua
force protection measures. Simply put, Kosovo haschanged dramatically sincethearrival of our forcesin June
1999. Sincethat timeviolent crimeand incidentsinvolving violence have decreased by over 66%. Further,in
thelast year done, the number of incidentsinvolving violence hasbeen cut in haf. Thisisdueto greet partner-
shipswith al eementsworking in Kosovo and thedesirefor the people of Kosovotolivein peace. After
careful analysisof thesituationin Kosovo and the grest disciplinedisplayed by our soldiers, we have reduced
our uniform postureto meet the changing environment. Depending onthe particular mission, leadersareautho-
rized to changethe uniformto meet the needsfor what they are executing and allow soldiersto proceed without
theKevlar and/or armored vest. Asaways, our soldiers safety remainsthe number onepriority, therefore, they
will dwayshavetheir Kevlar helmet and armored vest accessiblein order to upgradetheir force protection
posture. | remain confident that our greet soldierswill alwaysbe prepared for any situation. They have contin-
uedtoimpressmeeveryday. They continually receive high praisefrom visitorsabout the great work their doing.
| remain very proud of our team and it’sonly because of them that K osovo remainsasafeand secureenviron-
ment.

| cannot tell you how proud | am of the great soldiersand leadersof thisTask Force. Everyday | am
impressed by what they dofor thisbrigade, theArmy and Nation. They arewinnersonevery front. | am
equally proud of thegreat job our Rear Detachmentisdoing. Knowing that our family membersarewdl| taken
careof isamajor motivator for uswhilewedo thismission. Wemust keep theline of communicationsopen
and dwaysask for helpwhen needed. My phonelineisavailableif you ever need assistance. Remember we
aredl inthistogether.

First to Cross!
LTC Nat Idlet

Editor in Chief di::- p LT
The GilaAdjutant 1 gl
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